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 School Improvement 
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Health Checks 
 

It was great to see all our 
children engaged in the health 
checks programme last week. 

It is important that any issues of 
concern are picked up as early as 
possible. 

It is terrific that our school is 
serviced in this area.  
 

External School Review 
 

As a school we are continuing to 
prepare for our External School 
Review which will be held on 
Monday 29th March (week 10).  

Last week I was engaged in part 2 
of the process. A pre review 
meeting was held with myself, our 
Education Director (Tammy 
Williams) and the Review Officer 
(Katherine Holman) from 
Adelaide. We looked at contextual 
information regarding our school 
and community. 

Discussed was our school 
improvement work and associated 
data and formulated inquiry 
questions. 

What is an External School 
Review??? 

External School Review is an 
evidence-informed external 
evaluation of an individual school’s 
capacity to improve student 
learning. 

External school review 
strengthens a school’s focus on 
learning by providing an expert 
external perspective to verify or 
challenge internal self-review 
processes and findings, the rigour 
of Improvement practices, and 
the school’s capacity to achieve or 
sustain learning improvement over 
time. 

External school review: 
- is transparent and intentional 
- generally happens every 3 years 
- does not include everything a 
school does.  

 

Homework Policy 

Please find attached reviewed 
Homework Policy for 2021.   

 

 



 

 

Leadership Training 
 

Friday last week was our termly 
Leadership Day for Principals.  

The main emphasis was to look at the 
impact our work has on student 
learning. We identified the key 
features of effective implementation.   

 

School Improvement Planning 
 

As we continue on our School 
Improvement journey teachers have 
been collecting data and analysing 
student information. 

This information informs further 
classroom practice.  

 

 

Welcome 
 

We would like to welcome Shania and 
Jazmeika, who joined Penong Primary 
school recently. Shania and Jazmeika 
join their sister Shannishia who 
started at the beginning of the term. 

N E W S L E T T E R  

Annual Report 
 

Our Annual Report for the 2020 school 
year has been submitted to the 
department and will go up on our school 
website. It addresses issues including: 

 Context and highlights 

 School Quality Improvement 
planning  

 Preschool Improvement planning  

 Aboriginal learners 

 Performance summary 

 Naplan progress 

 Attendance  

 Enrolments   

 Client opinions 

 Financial statement  

Copies are available at the school if 
you are interested.  

 

Early Years Master Class 
 

Last Thursday Mrs Tricia Shipard and 
myself attended an Early Years Master 
Class in Port Lincoln with other staff 
from Far West Preschools. 

The day was spent learning about 
formative assessment and learning 
design. 

We looked at providing effective 
literacy learning environments, 
developing speaking and listening skills 
and engaging children in meaningful 
reading experiences. It was great to 
work with other colleagues for the day.  



 

 

N E W S L E T T E R  

Pool Swimming Lessons 

The Junior Primary children enjoyed the opportunity to engage in pool swimming 
lessons this week. It has been reported that everyone did their best and the students 
skill development was obvious over a number of lessons. Well done everyone.  



 

 

 

N E W S L E T T E R  

During a recent peer tutoring session with the children R-7, the children were engaged in 

some thinking skills/listening skill activities.  

They were given instructions orally they had to draw. You may enjoy some of the outcomes. 

The instructions were: 

1. The people have very big, round heads.  

2. Their bodies are small, but their hands and feet are very large 

3. Their clothes hang on them very loosely. 

4. Their eyes are close together and they have droopy eyelids. 

5. They wear strange electronic equipment on their heads. 

6. These people have small noses and they smile a lot.  

7. Their eyebrows are very dark and their ears are large.  

8. They always have one spot somewhere on their faces.  



 

 

N E W S L E T T E R  



 

 

March 
John Sharpe 

Raya Webb 

Shannishia Smith 

Sally Haines 

Cody Freeman 

 

On Tuesday Week 7, Cooper, Cedar and Jock  
participated in WICIAC at Ceduna.  

Congratulations to these students. You all did 
your best and did your school proud.  

N E W S L E T T E R  



 

 

K I N D Y  

Week 7 already!  Last week Mrs Murray and I travelled to Port Lincoln to attend the Preschool 
Masterclass which included the Far West kindy’s, Tumby Bay and Cowell. The day was very informative 
and has provoked many questions for us at Penong.  It was great to network with the other kindy staff 
and share ideas. 

This week we travelled to Point Sinclair to engage in some beach activities and experience first hand 
some of the things we have been learning about at kindy.  It was warming to see all of the children 
enjoying looking for crabs, playing with the beach toys, building sandcastles, jumping off mounds of 
seaweed and we even found some treats that the ‘mermaids’ left for us! Thankyou to Ashlee for her help 

We have been focusing on trying to expand our vocabulary by introducing new words that are connected 
to our themes.  It has been wonderful to hear new language becoming imbedded in children’s 
conversations at kindy.  We are also practicing our rhyming words and while reading the book ‘Piranhas 
don’t eat bananas!’ that Uvarnah realised her name rhymes with piranha!  This was very exciting and 
everyone gave her a clap! 

Next week I have visiting literacy consultant Rita Romano visit with some more programming ideas. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

A Gigantic thank you 
 

 

Our school community wish to sincerely 
thank Jeff Denton and his staff at the 
Penong Hotel for their massive 
donation to the school with money 
raised from his monster Christmas 
Raffle.  

This money will go directly towards 
supporting students in classrooms. 
Fantastic effort guys.  

Thank you 

Penong Primary School Working 
Bee 

 

Parents/volunteers are invited 
to come along at  

9:00am Friday 19th March  

to assist with a general clean up 
and jobs that need to be done in 

the yard. 

 

(Please bring rakes, brooms, 
shovels etc.) 

 

All families are urged to attend 

Co-ordinator: Rebecca Freeman, 
Grounds person 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s lovely to see some beautiful 
colour in the school yard.  

Great Job Rebecca  

N E W S L E T T E R  



 

 

N E W S L E T T E R  

Well done from 

Mrs Murray 

 

Junior Primary 
 

Well done to Chloe 

for enthusiastic 

participation and 

engagement in all 

tasks.  

Kindy 

 

Well done to all 

the Kindy kids for 

an excellent 

excursion to Point 

Sinclair!! 

Week 8 

Monday March 15th  

- JP Aquatics  
 

Tuesday March 16th  

- UP Aquatics  

 

Week 10 

Friday April 2nd  

- Good Friday, Public Holiday  

 

Week 11 

Monday April 5th  

- Easter Monday, Public Holiday 
 

Friday April 9th  

- Student Free Day, Whole 

school First Aid training  

Upper Primary 

Well done to 

Shannishia for a 

mature, respectful 

and positive 

approach to all 

aspects of her 

education. 



 

 

N E W S L E T T E R  



 

 

Dates to  

Remember 

 
 

Rebecca Freeman 

 

Nathan/Nicole 
Warmington 
Todd/Danielle 
Warmington 

 

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S  
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Penong Progress Association 

STOP PRESS 
The Penong Progress Association wishes to 

inform our community that we have recently 

created a Facebook Page. 

Search Facebook for “Penong Progress  

Association” page for updates of things  

going on in our community. 
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Wanted  
Do you have any spare or old tins of outdoor paint  

(any colour) that would be happy to donate to the School? 

Please contact  

Rebecca Freeman, on 0428 711 328 to arrange pick up/

drop off.  

The Penong & Districts Progress Association  

The Penong Progress Association committee met this week for 

their monthly meeting. 14 committee members were in  

attendance: 

Issues discussed included: 

-Pump Park funding 

-Radio tower upgrade 

-Community drought event 

-Community busy bee 

-Community Facebook page 

 

For more information contact Tony Shipard or Lee Warmington  



 

 

Invite all community members to a  

“Penong & Districts community B.B.Q” 

At the Western United Football Club 

Saturday 10th April, 4:00pm 

 

 

 

 

We urge everyone to come 

along and celebrate our great 

community. 


